
Bethlehem - House of Bread Advent Worship series 
Date Advent 1 Advent 2 Advent 3 Advent 4 Christmas Eve 

Bible reading Isaiah 61:1-4 & Matthew 2:1-6 Matthew 1:18-24 & Luke 1:46-55 Isaiah 11:1-6 & Luke 2:1-14 Isaiah 9:2-7 & John 1:1-5 Micah 5:2-5 & Luke 2:1-20 

Key Verse Bethlehem, land of Judah, by no 
means are you least among the 
rulers of Judah, from you will come 
one who governs, who will 
shepherd my people 

He has pulled the powerful down 
from their thrones and lifted up the 
lowly. 

She gave birth to her first child, a 
son, wrapped him snugly, and laid 
him in a manger, because there 
was no place for them in the 
guestroom. 

What came into being through the 
Word was life, and the life was the 
light for all people. 

Since Joseph belonged to David’s house 
and family line, he went up from the city of 
Nazareth in Galilee to David’s city, called 
Bethlehem 

Hymn 1 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel   
UMH #211 vs. 1,4,5,7 

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed   UMH 
#203 

Once in Royal David’s City   UMH 
#250 

Hark! the Herald Angels Sing   
UMH #240 

O Come, All Ye Faithful   UMH #234 vs1-3 
Angels We Have Heard on High  UMH 238  
O Little Town of Bethlehem   UMH #230 

Sermon 
Theme 

Jesus’ birth was a long time 
coming. Jews had been waiting for 
the Messiah for centuries. We still 
see and feel the need of a savior. 
The Christ who came to us through 
the House of Bread (Bethlehem) 
reminds us to get the bread (of life) 
we first must knead the dough. 
Through the kneading we can trust 
our needs will be met. 

God humbled down from the 
Creator of the universe into human 
form, “and a poor bastard at that”! 
But in coming as the least of us, 
God raises up the lowly and brings 
the powerful down from their 
thrones. Bread must have a 
leavening agent, Christ is our 
leveling agent, bringing us all to 
equal ground, lifting the lowly, 
humbling the rich.  

Just as the scent of baking bread is 
universally good, so Jesus is for all 
life, for every class of humanity & 
all living creatures! Jesus’ birth in a 
barn among the animals & the 
angels’ proclamation of his birth 1st  
to the low-class shepherds shows 
us, God came for all life. All are 
drawn to the lowly savior, a God 
who knows what it is to be us. 

The Way of Christ is the Way of 
Life and that Way is a light to guide 
all people, especially those living in 
darkness. That Way, that Life is a 
light that cannot be overcome by 
any darkness. We delight in the 
delicious bread of our feasts but for 
many who go hungry regularly, 
Jesus is bread that can sustain us 
through whatever we may face. 

A hungry Moabite named Ruth came 
seeking bread. She was a poor, Gentile, 
widow. But in the little town of Bethlehem 
she found more than she’d dreamed. 
Bethlehem has a rich history in scripture 
despite it being small. Boasting fertile 
wheat crops, Bethlehem means ‘house of 
bread’. Bethlehem’s Bread of Life feeds 
the world! 

Sermon Title Feeling the Knead Rising to Meet Us The Scent Known ‘Round the 
World 

The Bread of Life Bethlehem’s Gift: Bread for the World 

Hymn 2 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
UMH #196 

O Little Town of Bethlehem   UMH 
#230 

Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne   
FWS #2100 vs 1-3 

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming   
UMH #216 

Silent Night, Holy Night   UMH #239 

Home work: This week, give bread (or food) to a 
person with need. 

This week, look every person you 
pass in the eye. 

This week, bake bread and give it 
to a person you think is searching 
for God. 

This week, write a heartfelt 
message to go with the material 
gifts you’re giving. 

This week, savor the gift of life! 

Questions to 
Ponder 

Have you ever made bread?  
Do you often? Why not? 

When has God put you in your 
place? 
How have you been lifted up when 
you were low? 

What’s your favorite smell? 
Who’s the lowest person you 
know? 

What gift have you received that’s 
given you life? 
Who can you invite to join your 
Christmas celebration? 

What do you know about Bethlehem? 
What’s your favorite kind of bread? 

 
UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal     FWS = The Faith We Sing    W&S = Worship and Song 
Unless noted otherwise scriptures come from the Common English Bible 
The ‘homework’ and ‘Questions to ponder’ are printed in our bulletin and the ‘homework’ also appears on our screens at the end of worship. 
Developed by Rev. Corey Turnpenny, 2019 at Whitney Point UMC, Whitney Point NY 


