
All Saints Remembrance and Great Thanksgiving (bolded words for congregation) 

 

Today we celebrate All Saints day.  Traditionally this has been a day  

  to remember the dead, those who have passed on,  

    specifically those who were models of the Christian life.  

      However, we also celebrate the living saints among us.  

        The people who have shown us or taught us something about God.  

 

We usually think of the people who have gone before us as saints,  

  but what about the people coming up after us?  

    How have you learned about God through our children and young people? 

      “Who has spiritually invested in you during your life? 

        And who are you spiritually investing in right now?” 

 

We all have something to learn and we never know who God will use to teach us. 

  In the same way, we all have something we can teach or model  

    and we never know who is watching and learning from us. 

      The incredible thing about being joined together as the Body of Christ  

        is that there are saints all around us!  

          Each of us, young and old, can be a saint or a shepherd  

  to someone else right now. 

  

And whenever we join together at Christ’s table, we do it knowing  

  we are surrounded by a ‘great cloud of witnesses’,  

    all the saints who have gone before us into God’s full presence.  



Let’s take a moment to remember those from our church family  

  who have passed on to the other side of glory this year:  

    [read names aloud, light a candle for each or ring a bell after each name] 

 

Together with them & the faithful from every age let’s gather around Christ’s table   

  to celebrate the grace of Christ that unifies us across time and space. 

 

God is with you.   

And also with you. 

Let us open our hearts.       

We open our hearts to God and one another. 

Let us give thanks.  

We thank God with joy. 

 

It’s right and good to give thanks to you almighty God, Creator of heaven & earth 

  God of Abraham and Sarah, God of Miriam and Moses,  

    God of Joshua and Deborah, God of Ruth and David,  

      God of the priests and prophets, God of Mary and Joseph,  

        God of the disciples and the martyrs, 

          God of Mother Theresa and Martin Luther King Jr.  

            God of our mothers and our fathers,  

    God of our children and ever generation, 

      you have sent your Spirit and made us the body of Christ; 

        From child-like faith, to youthful energy, 

          from middle-aged mindfulness, to elder’s wisdom. 

 



With all the saints of heaven, all the people of earth, and all of creation,  

  we sing your praise and join the unending hymn: 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord God of power and might 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory 

 Hosanna in the highest!  

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest! 

 

Holy God, we see and touch your Word in Jesus Christ, 

  In him you have given us - and all the saints before us  

    and those who will come after us –  

      the gift of your love and forgiveness, the power of your sustaining spirit,  

        and the firm foundation of truth as your Holy Word. 

 

On the eve of his execution, he took bread, and gave you thanks, broke it,  

  and gave it to his disciples, saying, "take and eat, this my body, broken for you".          

    We remember too, how when the meal was over,  

      he took the cup of blessing, and having given you thanks,  

        gave it to his disciples, saying "take and drink; this is my blood,  

          the blood of a new covenant for the forgiveness of sins,  

            poured out for many"...  Remember me whenever you do this. 

 

Remembering your boundless love for us in Jesus Christ, 

  we offer you our praise, as we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 



Let us pray.. 

  Almighty God, you’ve knit your people together in one mystic communion,  

    and so we pray you send your Holy Spirit upon us & on this bread and this cup          

      that they may be for us the body and the blood of Christ.   

        In this holy meal help us rejoice with the people of every time and place. 

          With their guidance help us know your forgiveness and love  

   and grow in grace as we advance in years.  

              May we know Christ in the breaking of this bread,  

      so that in word and action we may be channels of your  

        love, peace, and justice in the world.   

AMEN 


