
Worship Plan, December 2018 – The Gift of Yes Sermon Series       Rev. Corey Turnpenny, Whitney Point UMC 

Date December 2 December 9 December 16 December 23 December 30 

Bible Verse Luke 1:5-20 Matthew 1:18-25 Luke 1:26-55 John 1:1-14 Luke 2:8-20 

Key Verse He will bring many back 
to the Lord their God. He 
will go before the Lord, 
equipped with the spirit.. 
He will make ready a 
people prepared for the 
Lord.” 

As he was thinking about this, 
an angel appeared to him in a 
dream and said, “don’t be 
afraid to take Mary as your 
wife, the child she carries is of 
the Holy Spirit…” 

As soon as I heard your 
greeting, the baby in my 
womb jumped for joy. Happy 
is she who believed that the 
Lord would fulfill the promises 
he made to her. 

The light came to his own 
people, and his own people 
didn’t welcome him. But those 
who did welcome him, those 
who believed in his name, he 
authorized to become God’s 
children 

The shepherds 
returned home, 
glorifying and 
praising God for all 
they had heard and 
seen. 

Hymn 1 I Want to Walk as a Child 
of the Light   UMH #206 

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed   
UMH #203 

O Come, All Ye Faithful   
UMH #234 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel   
UMH #211 (vs 1-4) 

Joy to the World   
UMH #246 

Sermon 
Them 

God gives us signs of 
hope all the time, a new 
life, a 2nd chance, ray of 
light. Do we cast them 
aside or embrace those 
gifts? John was God’s 
sign of hope for the world 
pointing to Christ 

Christ brings peace ultimately 
but Jesus’ coming into the 
world and into our lives can 
create quite a stir. As we 
accept the gift of Christ, we 
may do things that seem 
crazy, like Joseph, but we will 
feel peace. Practice the pause 
and you will know. 

Accepting the gift of Christ 
helps us find the joy in 
circumstances that might 
seem hard. Mary accepted 
her role in bringing Christ into 
the world and despite the 
trouble it brought her, she 
found the great joy Jesus 
brings. 

God gave us all the greatest 
gift in becoming one of us. But 
just like an unopened gift, we 
have to say ‘yes’ and accept 
this great gift God gives. When 
we give God the gift of yes we 
continue to receive the gifts of 
Christ and those gifts flow from 
us to others in our lives. 

Hymn sing! When 
you make your 
request share a gift 
you’re celebrating 
having received this 
year. 
 

Sermon 
Title 

Say Yes to Hope Say Yes to Peace Say Yes to Joy Say Yes to Love  

Hymn 2 Blessed Be the God of 
Israel   UMH #209 

It Came upon the Midnight 
Clear   UMH #218 

Hark! the Herald Angels Sing   
UMH #240 

In the Bleak Midwinter   UMH 
#221 

Lift Up Your Heads, 
Ye Mighty Gates 213 

Homework: This week, write down 1 
sign of hope each day. 

This week, practice the pause 
and pray for peace in your 
‘yes’es 

This week, when you’re 
frustrated, think of the little 
new born Jesus & smile! 

This week, along with all the 
things you’ll give be sure to 
take a moment and give love. 

This week, keep 
celebrating 
Christmas! Leave 
some decorations up 

Questions 
to ponder? 

What have you given up 
hoping for? 
What do you hope for 
most? 

When have you shocked your 
family? When’s a time you felt 
at peace despite the 
circumstances? 

What brings you the most joy 
at Christmas time? 
What is the biggest struggle 
for you this time of year? 

Have you ever not opened a 
gift you were given? 
Have you ever tried to give a 
gift and have it not received? 

What’s the best gift 
you received? 
What was the most 
loved gift you gave? 

UMH = the United Methodist Hymnal FWS = The Faith We Sing hymnal Unless noted otherwise scriptures come from the Common English Bible 
The ‘homework’ and ‘Questions to ponder’ are printed in our bulletin and the ‘homework’ also appears on our screens at the end of worship. 
Developed by Rev. Corey Turnpenny, 2018 at Whitney Point UMC, Whitney Point NY 


