
Invitational Discipleship Series 

UMH = the United Methodist Hymnal FWS = The Faith We Sing hymnal Unless noted otherwise scriptures come from the Common English Bible 
The ‘Go:’ homework and ‘Questions to ponder’ are printed in our bulletin but only the ‘Sending Statement’ appears on our screens at the very end of worship. 
Developed by Rev. Corey Turnpenny, 2018 at Whitney Point UMC, Whitney Point NY 

Bible Verse Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 & John 4:4-15 Ruth 1:1-18 John 1:43-50 Luke 5:18-25 

Key Verse Two are better than one..one can 
pick up the other. But how miserable 
are those who fall and don’t have a 
companion to help them up!..A 3-ply 
cord doesn’t easily snap. 

Wherever you go, I will go; 
wherever you stay I will stay. Your 
people will be my people & your 
God will be my God. Wherever 
you die I will die. 

Nathanael responded, “Can 
anything from Nazareth be 
good?” Philip said, “Come and 
see.” 

they lowered him through the roof in 
front of Jesus. When he saw their 
faith he said “your sins are forgiven” 

Hymn 1 What a Friend We Have in Jesus   
UMH #526 

Help Us Accept Each Other   UMH 
#560 

Come, Share the Lord   FWS 
#2269 

Together We Serve   FWS #2175 

Sermon 
Theme 

The mission of the UMC is to make 
disciples of Christ (for the 
transformation of the world) but how 
do we make disciples? Well, we 
make friends! With strangers and 
with our family. Friendships are 
necessary for life! Especially the life 
of faith! Jesus shows us a great way 
of a making a friend is to just talk 
with the people we meet without 
pretense or judgement. 

Once we make a friend we have 
to BE a friend. That means loyalty, 
support, care, self-sacrifice. 
Friends show up for each other, 
dropping everything, putting their 
friend before themselves. We will 
surprise people with this kind of 
friendship and it will change them. 
This is how we live out the 
example Jesus gives us. 

People have a lot of baggage 
surrounding church and even 
God. All of us think we know what 
things will be like and write them 
off before we experience them 
ourselves. There’s a reason you 
keep coming to church, your 
friends need to experience it for 
themselves. Bring them! Mission 
project are a great entry point. 

Wesley’s way was to support each 
other in our faith (class meetings). 
That’s why tent revivals don’t ‘work’, 
there’s no on-going support. We 
need a community and others who 
will carry us to Jesus when we can’t 
walk ourselves. 

Sermon 
Title 

Mission: Make a Friend Mission: Be a Friend Mission: Bring a Friend Mission: Support a Friend 

Hymn 2 We Need a Faith  UMH #2182 The Servant Song   FWS #2222 Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is 
Calling   UMH #348 

Jesu, Jesu   UMH #432 

GO: 
(homework) 

Find one person you can support or 
connect with this week. 

Show up for someone who could 
use your support this week. 

Invite someone to worship or a 
church event this week. 

‘Show up’ for a friend this week. 

Questions 
to ponder 

How did you meet your best friend? 
What helped you become friends? 

Who has been a true friend to 
you? 
How did they show their friendship 
to you in a time of need? 

Who first brought you to this 
church? Or who made you feel 
welcomed here?  
What made you keep coming 
back? 

When have you most felt the 
support of your friends? 
What small thing has a friend done 
to show you how much they care? 

Notes  
 
 

   


