
Worship Plan for Series on Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations by Robert Schnase 

Date      

Scripture Luke 15:11-32 Acts 2:42–47 Philippians 3:12-21 Mark 2:13-17 2 Corinthians 9:1-2, 5-11 

Key Verse While he was still a long 
way off, his father saw 
him and was moved 
with compassion. His 
father ran to him, 
hugged him, and kissed 
him. 

They praised God and 
demonstrated God’s 
goodness to everyone. The 
Lord added daily to the 
community 

Now that we’re on the right 
track, let’s stay on it. 

Healthy people don’t need a 
doctor, but sick people do. 

God loves a cheerful giver. 
God has the power to 
provide you with more than 
enough of every kind of 
grace. That way, you will 
have everything you need to 
provide for every good work. 

Hymn 1 We Are Called   FWS 
#2172 

O For a Thousand Tongues   
UMH #57  verses 1-3 & 5-7 

O For a Heart to Praise My 
God   UMH #417 

Healer of Our Every Ill   
FWS #2213 

For the Fruits of This 
Creation   UMH #97 

Sermon 
Theme 

Hospitality is knowing 
and providing what 
someone needs before 
they know they need it. 
Hospitality isn’t just a 
warm welcome, it’s 
continually providing for 
each other’s needs.  

We worship not for God’s 
benefit but our own. 
Worship is meant to refuel 
and refocus us for the work 
of living as a Christian. We 
do different things in 
worship for different 
people’s needs. Worship is 
meant to challenge & 
encourage us 

Strong churches are made 
up of strong/faithful 
Christians. We are never 
done learning and growing 
in our faith. Worship is not 
enough, we all need a place 
to ask questions, share, and 
get support from people who 
know us well. Small groups 
provide accountability and 
support. 

Giving away free stuff isn’t 
too scary, challenging, or 
risky. Getting to know the 
people in need of free stuff 
and being a friend to them 
is! Showing love to others is 
what we are called to do, no 
matter who they are. God 
calls us out of our comfort 
zones.  

the one who sows a few 
seeds will reap a small crop, 
the one who sows many 
seeds will reap a generous 
crop. Everyone should give 
whatever they have decided 
in their heart. Don’t give with 
hesitation or b/c of pressure. 
Give joyfully & sacrificially, 
trusting God to provide. The 
needs still exist when you’re 
not here.  

Sermon 
Title 

Bearing Fruit through 
Radical Hospitality 

Bearing Fruit through 
Passionate Worship 

Bearing Fruit through Faith 
Development 

Bearing Fruit through Risk-
taking Mission & Service 

Bearing Fruit through 
Extravagant Generosity 

Hymn 2 Together We Serve   
FWS #2175 

Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God 
Almighty   UMH #64 

Take Time to Be Holy   
UMH #395 

Help Us Accept Each Other   
UMH #560 

When the Poor Ones   UMH 
#434 

Sending 
Statement 

GO: Invite someone to 
The Church Birthday 
Party! 

GO: to Coffee Hour and 
enjoy a time of fellowship as 
part of your worship 

GO: Join or start a small 
group. 

GO: Ask someone you don’t 
know about themselves. 

GO: Set up a plan to stretch 
yourself in your giving. 

Questions 
to ponder 

How did you feel the 
first time you came to 
our church? 
What were you looking 
for when you came? 

What is your favorite part of 
worship? 
What is your least favorite? 

What new things have you 
learned about God? 
Who do you know that 
would benefit from learning 
it too? 

Who do you know that has 
received aid from our 
church? 
When or where could you 
get to know people who 
receive help through our 
mission work?  

How do you determine how 
much to give to the church? 
What is your giving plan? 



*UMH = the United Methodist Hymnal 
**FWS = The Faith We Sing hymnal 
 
The ‘Sending Statements’ and ‘Questions to ponder’ are post printed in our bulletin but only the ‘Sending Statement’ appears on our screens 
at the very end of worship. 
 
 
The week before starting this series I used the following service to introduce the theme: 
Scripture John 15:1-8 

Key Verse He removes any of my branches that don’t produce fruit, and he trims any branch that produces fruit so that it will produce even more fruit. 

Hymn 1 O Blessed Spring   FWS #2076 

Sermon Theme We want to bear good fruit, not only in our community garden but in our lives and in our church. 5 practices will help us stay connected to 
the vine of Christ. (Bootcamp for the church!)  

Sermon Title Wanted: Good Fruit  

Hymn 2 The Lord of Life, a Vine Is He   Worship and Song #3155 

Sending Statement Pray every day for God to bring good fruit from our garden and lives. 

Questions to ponder How do you know when you’re doing what God wants you to do? 

 
 
This series was used for the 6 weeks of the Easter season leading up to Pentecost. We threw a big ‘Birthday Party for The Church’ on 
Pentecost and used it as our “bring a friend to church” Sunday.  


